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Len "Skipper" Sheil RIP 



13th April 2023 
National YC



Afloat.ie regrets to record the death in his 89th year of Len "Skipper" Sheil of the National Yacht Club, Dun Laoghaire, who was the epitome of the quiet yet effectively enthusiastic Dublin Bay sailor with a strong and active interest… 




 







[image: The Lord Mayor of Dublin and Honorary Admiral of Dublin Port, Cllr. Caroline Conroy pictured performing the ‘Casting of the Spear’ in Dublin Bay with Dublin Port CEO Barry O’Connell. The tradition dates back to 1488 when the city's boundaries were marked eastwards ] 






Dublin Lord Mayor 'Casts Spear’ at Dublin Port 



5th April 2023 
Dublin Port



The Lord Mayor of Dublin Caroline Conroy, today performed the annual ‘Casting of the Spear’ into Dublin Bay, one the most important symbolic occasions on the Dublin Port calendar. In the process, she confirmed her title as Honorary Admiral of… 




 









[image: Two of the newly restored Dublin Bay 21s being put through their paces] 






Membership Now Open for 2023 Dublin Bay 21 Season 



2nd April 2023 
Dublin Bay 21



The next stage in the Dublin Bay 21 restoration project is getting out on the water and racing the Naneen, Garavogue, Estelle and Geraldine in their original sailing condition. And that’s exactly what will be happening later this month with… 




 







[image: The German-flagged Tall Ship Alex Von Humboldt II has arrived on Dublin Bay ] 






Tall Ship Alex Von Humboldt Sails into Dublin Bay 



23rd March 2023 
Tall Ships



As if to signal the start of summertime this Sunday, a magnificent three-masted Tall Ship arrived on Dublin Bay this morning, and with her spring arrival, the promise - perhaps - of a bumper 2023 Irish boating season ahead. The German-flagged… 




 









[image: One-fifth of the total land area of Dublin Port is on the Poolbeg Peninsula ] 






Sandymount Residents' Group Voice Concerns Over Poolbeg Peninsula 3FM Project 



22nd March 2023 
Dublin Bay



Some local residents in the area near Dublin Port have complained about what they claim are proposals to 'hijack' land on the Poolbeg Peninsula for the construction of a boiler station and the largest container storage facility in Ireland. The… 




 







[image: A new ‘Maritime Village - A modern sailing and rowing campus on the river Liffey as part of Dublin Port's 3FM Project. A modern sailing and rowing campus will provide enhanced facilities for a range of users, including sailing and rowing clubs, sea scouts, the Nautical Trust and local boat owners. The Maritime Village has been developed in consultation with local groups and will replace the current much smaller facilities as well as improving opportunities to view Port activities from the new waterside public plaza area.  ] 






Poolbeg Peninsula Project 'Vital to Deliver Capacity Required for Dublin Port by 2040' - Public Consultation Opens on 3FM Project 



21st March 2023 
Dublin Port



Dublin Port Company has today commenced formal public consultation on the 3FM Project, the third and final Masterplan project needed to complete the development of Dublin Port and bring it to its ultimate and final capacity by 2040. The 3FM… 




 









[image: Concrete steps at the access point known locally as 'Kavanaghs' or 'Bell Rock' on the promontory's western side were broken by big waves on Dublin Bay on Thursday night ] 






Big Dublin Bay Waves Wash Away Steps at the Forty Foot Bathing Place 



11th March 2023 
Forty Foot Swimming



Thursday's (March 9th) north-easterly gale on Dublin Bay has caused extensive damage to steps at the popular Forty Foot bathing spot at Sandycove, County Dublin.  Concrete steps at the access point known locally as 'Kavanaghs' or 'Bell Rock' on the… 




 







[image: Emer O’Neill, broadcaster, author & activist is pictured at Dublin Port Company at the launch of the 16th annual Aware Harbour2Harbour Walk which takes place on St. Patrick’s Day, Friday 17th March with Stephen Butterly, Head of Fundraising & Business Development at Aware (left) and Barry O’Connell, Chief Executive at Dublin Port Company ] 






2,000 People to Walk from Howth Harbour to Dun Laoghaire Harbour (or reverse) this St Patrick’s Day 



23rd February 2023 
Dublin Bay



Broadcaster, author and activist Emer O’Neill today launched the 16th annual Aware Harbour2Harbour Walk which will take place on St. Patrick’s Day, Friday 17th March from 10.30 am. Over 2,000 enthusiastic walkers are expected to take on the 26km challenge,… 




 









[image: Poster advertising public meeting on Dun Laoghaire Baths and access for all at the National Maritime Museum at 7pm on Thursday 23 February 2023] 






Public Meeting This Week to Highlight Accessibility Issues at Dun Laoghaire Baths 



19th February 2023 
Dun Laoghaire Baths Project



A public meeting to demand a public pool and improved accessibility at the newly reopened Dun Laoghaire Baths will take place this Thursday 23 February from 7pm at the National Maritime Museum. It follows complaints highlighted last month over access… 




 







[image: The “Línte na Farraige” (Lines of the Sea) project - The art installation at the Martello tower in Blackrock Park on Dublin bay consists of a solar-powered horizontal LED line of light ] 






'Línte na Farraige’ To Be Installed at Dublin's Blackrock Martello Tower on Dublin Bay 



18th February 2023 
Dublin Bay



The Martello Tower in Dublin’s Blackrock is to be wrapped with a solar-powered “line of light”, showing possible future sea levels as part of a series around the Irish coast. The “Línte na Farraige” (Lines of the Sea) project, which… 




 









[image: A file photograph of the Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI inshore lifeboat ‘Joval  ] 






Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI Lifeboat Crew Rescue Two People and a Dog Over the Weekend 



12th February 2023 
RNLI Lifeboats



The volunteer inshore lifeboat crew at Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI have had a busy weekend with two callouts. The first call came on Saturday (11 February) at 12.30 pm for a man and his dog, who had become cut off… 




 







[image: The painting of the Southern Cross is quite typical of John Ryan's output. He took a lot of care to get the nautical details correct. The pre-Dacron mainsail is multi-panelled. A female crew on the foredeck is attending to the spinnaker. The sky is well-painted and dramatic. There is a yacht in the middle distance beating to windward ] 






Discovering the Six Metre 'Southern Cross' Painting by John Ryan 



11th February 2023 
Dublin Bay



Pete Hogan on receiving a painting by John Ryan that depicts Ryan's boat from the artist's book "A Wave of the Sea"  A friend recently arrived at my place and presented me with a nice picture of a sailing boat.… 




 









[image: St Bridget emerges onto the Liffey from Dublin's Grand Canal Dock basin's Buckingham Lock, following a winter-layover. The 96 passenger Dublin Bay Cruises vessel departed Dublin Port to Dun Laoghaire Harbour from where it is based for the forthcoming season. In the background Naomh Éanna (blue cover on wheelhouse) a former Aran Islands freight/ferry which recently became partially submerged in a graving dry-dock that was built more than 200 years ago.] 






St. Bridget Another Former Aran Islands Ferry Departs Dublin's Grand Canal Dock In Preparation for Seasonal Bay Cruises 



5th February 2023 
Dublin Bay



Dublin Bay Cruises St. Bridget which departed the capital and headed across the scenic bay to neighbouring Dun Laoghaire Harbour from where it is based, is preparing for another busy season, writes Jehan Ashmore. The 96 passenger vessel (spelt St.… 




 







[image: The volunteer Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI crew launched the inshore lifeboat within 10 minutes of receiving the call and arrived at the scene at Sandymount by 3.20 pm ] 






Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI Rescues Sandymount Dog Walker from Incoming Tide 



30th January 2023 
RNLI Lifeboats



Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI lifeboat rescued a woman and her dog who became cut off from the shore by the incoming tide on Sunday afternoon (29 January) at Sandymount Strand on Dublin Bay. The volunteer crew were alerted shortly after… 




 









[image: Dun Laoghaire Harbour's all-weather lifeboat  ] 






Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI Lifeboat Carry Out Medical Evacuation in Dublin Bay 



25th January 2023 
RNLI Lifeboats



Dun Laoghaire Harbour RNLI lifeboat performed a medical evacuation in Dublin Bay last night after a man took ill onboard a ship. The all-weather lifeboat was requested to launch at 8.50 pm by the Irish Coast Guard. The lifeboat launched… 




 







[image: Aerial view of Dun Laoghaire Baths] 






Wheelchair Users Decry Delay of Access Ramp Upgrades at Dun Laoghaire Baths 



6th January 2023 
Dun Laoghaire Baths Project



Wheelchair users have highlighted accessibility issues at the newly reopened Dun Laoghaire Baths — with the current temporary ramps deemed as too steep. As The Journal reports, one accessibility advocate described the ramps to the lower-level amphitheatre as “disgraceful”. “They… 
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Dublin Bay

Dublin Bay on the east coast of Ireland stretches over seven kilometres, from Howth Head on its northern tip to Dalkey Island in the south. It's a place most Dubliners simply take for granted, and one of the capital's least visited places. But there's more going on out there than you'd imagine.

The biggest boating centre is at Dun Laoghaire Harbour on the Bay's south shore that is home to over 1,500 pleasure craft, four waterfront yacht clubs and Ireland's largest marina.

The bay is rather shallow with many sandbanks and rocky outcrops, and was notorious in the past for shipwrecks, especially when the wind was from the east. Until modern times, many ships and their passengers were lost along the treacherous coastline from Howth to Dun Laoghaire, less than a kilometre from shore.

The Bay is a C-shaped inlet of the Irish Sea and is about 10 kilometres wide along its north-south base, and 7 km in length to its apex at the centre of the city of Dublin; stretching from Howth Head in the north to Dalkey Point in the south. North Bull Island is situated in the northwest part of the bay, where one of two major inshore sandbanks lie, and features a 5 km long sandy beach, Dollymount Strand, fronting an internationally recognised wildfowl reserve. Many of the rivers of Dublin reach the Irish Sea at Dublin Bay: the River Liffey, with the River Dodder flow received less than 1 km inland, River Tolka, and various smaller rivers and streams.

Dublin Bay FAQs




What beaches are there on Dublin Bay?





There are approximately ten beaches and bathing spots around Dublin Bay: Dollymount Strand; Forty Foot Bathing Place; Half Moon bathing spot; Merrion Strand; Bull Wall; Sandycove Beach; Sandymount Strand; Seapoint; Shelley Banks; Sutton, Burrow Beach









Where are the public slipways to launch a boat on Dublin Bay?





There are slipways on the north side of Dublin Bay at Clontarf, Sutton and on the southside at Dun Laoghaire Harbour, and in Dalkey at Coliemore and Bulloch Harbours.









Who is in charge of Dublin Bay?





Dublin Bay is administered by a number of Government Departments, three local authorities and several statutory agencies. Dublin Port Company is in charge of navigation on the Bay.









How big is Dublin Bay?





Dublin Bay is approximately 70 sq kilometres or 7,000 hectares. The Bay is about 10 kilometres wide along its north-south base, and seven km in length east-west to its peak at the centre of the city of Dublin; stretching from Howth Head in the north to Dalkey Point in the south.









What piers or harbours are there on Dublin Bay? 





Dun Laoghaire Harbour on the southside of the Bay has an East and West Pier, each one kilometre long; this is one of the largest human-made harbours in the world. There also piers or walls at the entrance to the River Liffey at Dublin city known as the Great North and South Walls. Other harbours on the Bay include Bulloch Harbour and Coliemore Harbours both at Dalkey.









Are there marinas on Dublin Bay?





There are two marinas on Dublin Bay. Ireland's largest marina with over 800 berths is on the southern shore at Dun Laoghaire Harbour. The other is at Poolbeg Yacht and Boat Club on the River Liffey close to Dublin City.









What ferries operate on Dublin Bay? 





Car and passenger Ferries operate from Dublin Port to the UK, Isle of Man and France. A passenger ferry operates from Dun Laoghaire Harbour to Howth as well as providing tourist voyages around the bay.









Are there Islands on Dublin Bay?





Dublin Bay has two Islands. Bull Island at Clontarf and Dalkey Island on the southern shore of the Bay.









What is the river that flows into Dublin Bay?





The River Liffey flows through Dublin city and into the Bay. Its tributaries include the River Dodder, the River Poddle and the River Camac.









What are the popular kitesurfing spots on Dublin Bay?





Dollymount, Burrow and Seapoint beaches









How many pleasure craft are there on Dublin Bay?





Approximately 1,500 boats from small dinghies to motorboats to ocean-going yachts. The vast majority, over 1,000, are moored at Dun Laoghaire Harbour which is Ireland's boating capital.









Is Dublin Bay a UNESCO Biosphere?





In 1981, UNESCO recognised the importance of Dublin Bay by designating North Bull Island as a Biosphere because of its rare and internationally important habitats and species of wildlife. To support sustainable development, UNESCO’s concept of a Biosphere has evolved to include not just areas of ecological value but also the areas around them and the communities that live and work within these areas. There have since been additional international and national designations, covering much of Dublin Bay, to ensure the protection of its water quality and biodiversity. To fulfil these broader management aims for the ecosystem, the Biosphere was expanded in 2015. The Biosphere now covers Dublin Bay, reflecting its significant environmental, economic, cultural and tourism importance, and extends to over 300km² to include the bay, the shore and nearby residential areas.









What yacht clubs are on Dublin Bay?





On the Southside at Dun Laoghaire, there is the National Yacht Club, Royal St. George Yacht Club, Royal Irish Yacht Club and Dun Laoghaire Motor Yacht Club as well as Dublin Bay Sailing Club. In the city centre, there is Poolbeg Yacht and Boat Club. On the Northside of Dublin, there is Clontarf Yacht and Boat Club and Sutton Dinghy Club. While not on Dublin Bay, Howth Yacht Club is the major north Dublin Sailing centre.
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Dublin Bay Links


Dublin Port News

Dun Laoghaire Harbour News

Dun Laoghaire Marina News

Dun Laoghaire Watersport Campus News

Forty Foot Swimming News

Dublin Bay Sailing Club News

River Liffey News








Dublin Bay Webcams












Dublin (North Wall) Tide Times







Marine Traffic








Wind Forecast







Dublin Bay Buoy


Tweets by dublinbaybuoy

4WeHelp Movers Cincinnati






Kish Lighthouse


Tweets by kishlhouse

4WeHelp Movers Cincinnati






Dublin Port Entry Guide


View the latest port entry guidelines here
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